
Olver Calls for Action on Global Warming

  

URGES CLINTON ADMINISTRATION TO PUSH FOR STRONG AGREEMENT AT               THE HAGUE

Text of letter
Co-signers

WASHINGTON– Today, Congressman                 John Olver (D-1st District) was joined by 55                 other members  of the U.S. House of Representatives in signing                 a 
letter to President Clinton  regarding                 the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC)                 in the Hague. Olver was one of two co-authors of the letter.

                 The bi-partisan group of representatives is urging the Clinton                 Administration to negotiate a strong agreement. At the convention,                 parties to the UNFCCC will develop rules for the implementation                 of the Kyoto Protocol, a set of goals to cut global emissions                 of greenhouse gases.

                 "Recent reports have shown that global warming not only exists,                 but increases in temperature may be greater than initially estimated.                 We must move toward technologies that will increase efficiency                 and promote clean air," Olver said. "If we do not take                 action to curtail harmful emissions, there will be environmental                 consequences."

                 The Kyoto Protocol was completed in 1997, and it commits the world's                 industrialized nations to a specified, legally binding reduction                 in emissions of six greenhouse gases. This treaty would commit                 the United States to a target of reducing greenhouse gases by                 7 percent below 1990 levels during a period between 2008-2012.

                 "Per capita, the U.S. has the highest level of greenhouse                 gas emissions of any country in the world. While this agreement                 should apply to both industrialized and developing countries,                 the U.S. should lead the way in moving toward cleaner technologies.                 This is an opportunity for a truly meaningful international agreement,"                 Olver added.

                 Although 150 countries (including the U.S.) have agreed to the                 Kyoto Protocol, none of the world's industrialized nations have                 ratified the agreement. In order for the U.S. to make the agreement                 legally binding, the Senate must approve. President Clinton has                 not yet presented the Protocol to the Senate. He has delayed this                 step in an effort to negotiate an agreement that will require                 developing countries to reduce emissions as well.

                 "This letter expresses congressional support for an international                 reduction in emissions," Olver said. "There are Republicans                 and Democrats who agree that we must act to prevent the escalation                 of global warming. Kyoto was an important step, but this conference                 will spell out the terms, and will hopefully let us move toward                 ratification."

###
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                 The Honorable William Jefferson Clinton
                 The White House
                 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
                 Washington, DC 20500

                 Dear Mr. President:

                 We are writing to express our support for a strong agreement at                 the sixth conference of the parties (COP6) to the UN Framework                 Convention on Climate Change (UNFCC) in November 2000 at The Hague.                 The outcome of this conference will determine the effectiveness,                 efficiency and environmental integrity of the Kyoto Protocol.

                 There is a growing consensus that global climate change is occurring,                 and that nations must engage in a good faith process to find solutions.                 According to the New York Times, the IPCC final review draft of                 the Third Assessment Report indicated that warming will be higher                 than previously thought and that "humans have contributed                 substantially to the observed warming over the last 50 years."                 Even the initial skepticism over global warming expressed by many                 U.S. businesses has been replaced by an acknowledgment of the                 problem, as evidenced by the adoption of emission-reduction targets                 more stringent than the Kyoto Protocol by major companies like                 IBM, Johnson &amp; Johnson, and Polaroid.

                 The United States, as the world's per capita leader in fossil                 fuel emissions, must demonstrate the high level of attention necessary                 to ensure that the Kyoto Protocol becomes a constructive tool                 for dealing with global climate change. Key decisions will be                 made in The Hague that will determine the environmental effectiveness                 of the agreement. We urge you to support decisions that will result                 in an accurate monitoring system and assure compliance with emission                 reduction targets.

                 Global climate change is the most challenging environmental issue                 facing this and future generations. It is vital that the ongoing                 negotiations are successful in making progress toward meeting                 this challenge.

                 Sincerely,

Final signers to Gilchrest/Olver climate change letter:
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1. Allen, Thomas
               2. Baird, Brian
               3. Baldwin, Tammy
               4. Blumenauer, Earl
               5. Boehlert, Sherwood
               6. Borski, Robert
               7. Brown, Sherrod
               8. Capuano, Michael
               9. Conyers, John, Fr.
               10. DeLauro, Rosa
               11. Delahunt, William
               12. Doggett, Lloyd
               13. Evans, Lane
               14. Faleomavaega, Eni
               15. Filner, Bob
               16. Frank, Barney
               17. Gilchrest, Wayne
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               18. Greenwood, Jim
               19. Guiterrez, Luis
               20. Hastings, Alcee
               21. Hinchey, Maurice
               22. Holt, Rush
               23. Holmes Norton, Eleanor
               24. Horn, Steve
               25. Inslee, Jay
               26. Johnson, Nancy
               27. Latourette, Steven
               28. Lee, Barbara
               29. Lofgren, Zoe
               30. Markey, Ed
               31. McDermott, Jim
               32. McGovern, James
               33. McKinney, Cynthia
               34. Meehan, Marty
               35. Miller, George
               36. Morrella, Connie
               37. Moran, James
               38. Neal, Richard
               39. Olver, John
               40. Pallone, Frank Jr.
               41. Pascrell, William Jr.
               42. Pelosi, Nancy
               43. Porter, John
               44. Rotham, Steven
               45. Roukema, Marge
               46. Sanders, Bernard
               47. Saxton, Jim
               48. Shays, Christopher
               49. Tierney, John
               50. Udall, Mark
               51. Udall, Tom (NM)
               52. Waxman, Henry
               53. Weiner, Anthony
               54. Wexler, Robert
               55. Woolsey, Lynn
               56. Wu, David
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